
	  

	  

March 2, 2015 
Have A Heart?  

There is a well-respected, well-known Heart Specialist/Cardiologist  in North Dakota 
who has a radio show in Grand Forks, who practices at The Heart Institute, Dr. Noah 
Chelliah.  

Dr. Chelliah has been trying to get access to the rez in order to help Tribal members 
who have heart issues, and especially those who can’t make the long trek to Grand 
Forks to see him at his Heart Institute.  

He has been unable to get so much as a response from anyone in authority at the 
tribal offices.  

Arlene De la Paz (twin sister to Arliss Krulish, who held the Directorship at the Early 
Childhood Development Department during which time she was beating her own 
children so badly they were being hospitalized)… Arlene, who is an RN runs the 
Tribal Health Clinic like a joke, claims that she turned down Dr. Chelliah’s request 
“Because he wanted money.”  

Two things here: One, why is the Tribe opposed to paying quality Medical Specialists 
for their work? Are they supposed to be a charity unable to both pay medical bills 
while at the same time affording First Class travel for Tribal Councilors, a fancy 
schmancy bus to take the basketball team to away games, that cost over $900K and 
has luxury appointments?  

…And Two, Dr. Chelliah never mentioned costs and never received a response to his 
offer to come and treat the Good People of Spirit Lake.  Money was never mentioned. 
A reply was never given.  

Apparently, simple courtesy is beyond the ‘professional’ skills required to run any 
department in the Tribal Government.  Lying, of course, is rampant.  

But no worries. If you have a heart attack, you die. Chances are you wait for the 
broken down, poorly equipped ambulance driven by who knows who, that may or 
may not have a qualified paramedic on board.  But, the important thing is that if NLO, 
Myra Pearson, the Chairwoman has a hangnail or a heart attack, she will be airlifted 
to the best hospitals in the region. No one else matters.  

The Good People of Spirit Lake need to know that professional services of the 
highest caliber have been offered to them by a well-respected cardiologist, but that 
he was not even given the courtesy of a response. This has been well over a year 
now.  Arlene still has her job and I assume Myra could not care less.  

Heartless 

The BIA, headed by undersecretary Washburn, is doing everything it can to shed 
from itself, any responsibility for any oversight of child safety and welfare in Indian 
Country.  Washburn, as you remember, failed to respond to a single one of the 13 
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Mandated Reports handed to him, detailing both rampant corruption, child rapes and 
abuses.  His actions when the public became aware, was to send in a Strike Team 
who spent weeks of 16 hr Days, doing nothing but shredding documents and 
destroying evidence.  

During that period of time, Baby Laurynn was brutally murdered and her killer and 
family tried to pass off her fatal injuries as ‘SIDS’.   

Many elements went into that murder happening and that tiny life being snuffed out 
just before her third birthday.  

She and her twin sister, who had been placed in a loving, secure foster home which 
nursed them back from the brink of death (they had been hospitalized due to severe 
neglect and abuse by their blood family).  They were then ripped away from that 
family by a Tribal Court Order which determined they should be placed with their 
extended family, despite the fact that that family’s matron, Laurynn’s step-
grandmother, had several times been cited for physical abuse and neglect of her 
children and relatives’ children placed in her care.  

Tribal Court along with the notoriously corrupt Tribal Social Services determined that 
was the ‘best interest of the child’… oh wait, no, the child’s welfare was not an issue: 
It was deemed to be ‘in the best interest of the tribe.’  Children are considered 
property of their tribes. 

A few months later, that tiny baby was dead.  In between that fatal placement and her 
ultimate murder, Baby Laurynn was one of the many children cited in the 13 
Mandated Reports issued by Thomas Sullivan of the ACF. Reports that have yet to 
be investigated according to protocol, despite what outgoing AUSAG Tim Purdon 
claims.  (Clearly, had there been even a partial investigation, those little girls would 
have been removed from a woman well-known to be a danger to children).   

Those same Mandated Reports were handed over to the BIA and to Washburn, who 
decided that the best course of action was to shred documents and declare the 
problem solved.  

And now, with the new ICWA rules and regulations set to take effect, there will be 
even less accountability, and absolutely no oversight by the Federal Government to 
ensure child safety.  The Federal Government sees their role as that of strictly 
protecting Tribal Governments.  

They leave all decisions up to Tribal Courts, regardless of whether or not a tribe can 
even prove by written enrollment records, whether or not that child is a member of 
their tribe!  

Tribal Courts, appointed by corrupt and inept tribal councils, subject to the whim of 
those in power, with little or no legal education or training, will now completely 
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oversee all child placements with absolutely no oversight by any State or Federal 
Government regardless of how tragic the outcome for the child(ren) is.  

In this way, the Federal Government can both protect the corrupt and the abusive, 
keep the predators from scrutiny while washing their hands of any responsibility.  
Kids get raped or trafficked or murdered, so be it. The important thing is that the Tribe 
is protected.  

They even emphasize keeping abused children within the same family circles that 
abused them, because ‘keeping the family together is most important’.  

This is right along the Casey Family Program’s line of reasoning.  I suspect they 
wrote this law as it makes no sense.  

In one part, they say that the tribe can step in regardless of how many States away it 
is, regardless of whether they have ever had contact with the child or the parents of 
the child, and they can claim that child even if they don’t have blood quantum, even if 
there are no written enrollment records that claim any of the child’s family… 

They make it incumbent upon all courts (yours, mine, all of ours) to diligently seek out 
and find out if any child in their court is Indian or has Native American Blood, by them 
contacting their tribes. That means that any proceedings involving children must first 
get the green light from every Tribe in the Country.  

If they fail to get that go ahead, any Tribal Court can reverse any ruling at any time 
without concern for the impact it has on the child, even if it has been years since that 
child was adopted or placed with a family they have bonded with.  

They can even fail to respond to inquiries by courts, and then later, during or after the 
proceedings (years after) reverse the rulings.  

Washburn and his agency cite “studies” showing that children who were fostered or 
adopted out from their tribes suffer from depression and low self-esteem and a 
myriad of issues, without ever saying how those studies were conducted, or by 
whom, and what the parameters of the ‘studies’ were.  

Further, they do no comparison studies of children who have been forced to remain 
with their abusive families, forced to live with their rapists, and how they ‘turned out’.  

Many of the children who make it into remote Foster Care do suffer from a number of 
issues, and understandably they would. They were removed because of abuse, often 
years of abuse and neglect and that has a traumatic, long lasting effect on them as 
they mature, and sometimes, even the best of homes cannot undo the severe 
damage done to them.  But since none of the parameters of the ‘Study’ were 
disclosed, we can only assume it was poorly conducted and by unqualified who were 
seeking an outcome that bolstered their philosophy that keeping children with their 
abusers was far better than removing them to safe homes or rescue.  
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When this law goes into effect, there will be more Baby Laurynns, not fewer. The only 
difference is that the Federal Government, especially the BIA can turn their backs 
and say, ‘it’s a tribal affair’.  

I say, the abuse of any child is all of our responsibility and we must stop it, not make 
it impossible for the children to be rescued.  If all decisions defer to the Tribal Courts, 
as they did in Baby Laurynn’s case, then God Help all the children.  

It’s more important that the Government protect the Image of Tribal Integrity by 
refusing to do any oversight or have any responsibility for the inevitable fatal 
outcomes or the waves of Human Wreckage that will be produced by this fatally 
flawed law, than it is for the Government to step in and say: Enough!  

An excellent write up on how this plays out is here, at a posting by Johnston 
Moore. He points out, far more eloquently than I can, how this law only guarantees 
more harm than good.  

Betty Jo Krenz, Thomas Sullivan and countless others, have risked everything to 
bring these horrors to the attention of Government and the Public so that we can 
work together to end the carnage, the abuse, the trafficking and the rapes and 
murders of infants, babies, children and the resulting cycle of violence and addiction 
that plagues both Indian Country and our Cities where the backwash of everything 
wrong washes up, and what does our government do?  Finds a way to protect the 
corrupt, protect the abusers, protect the rapists, and protect their political network. 
They want to take a bow and tell us they are doing it ‘for the children’.   

Indian Children are Citizens too. They deserve to be protected from predators, not 
fed to them as political appetizers by an agency that shreds documents to protect 
predators and political allies.   

You know where to find me.  

~Cat 

 


